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Abstract:  This research paper proposes Digital Vedānta (DV) as an earnest philosophical conception, 

putting Vedāntic knowledge in a participatory relationship with Artificial Intelligence (AI). The paper 

addresses the notable problem of Artificial Intelligence in a time of fast growth and the common absence 

of ethical depth that continues even now: can Digital Vedānta redefine Artificial Intelligence from a tool of 

efficiency into a medium of ethical consciousness and collective awakening? If yes, then how? Based on 

the fundamentals of Vedic philosophy, namely, Brahman (ultimate reality), Ātman, (Self), Māyā (illusion), 

and Dharma (ethical duty), the study contends that these ideas offer more than spiritual metaphors, but 

practical design orientation to AI systems that underscore reflection, responsibility and the inclusive 

prosperity of the collective, rather than limited efficiency or profitability. The research methodology that is 

applied in this endeavour follows a qualitative approach, synthesizing close readings of classical texts of 

Vedāntic tradition and its commentaries with thematic coding and analysis of experimental ventures like 

Vedicfusion. An engagement with Western ethical paradigms, specifically utilitarian and rights-based 

approaches, is comparative, and brings out the exceptional contribution of Vedanta, the ontology of unity 

that not only predominates ethical thinking but also deepens it. The result presents four substantial 

outcomes. The initial aftermath proclaims that ethics based on non-duality makes AI governance 

strengthened beyond instrumental reasoning and the Second upshot declares that AI ventures well-versed 

with Vedic teachings have the latent of developing self-awareness, emotional stability, and collaborative 

intelligence. Third assures that the complicated knowledge of Veda and Vedanta can be more assessable 

through the Natural Language Processing (NLP). Finally, in the water, it writs that designs based on culture 

facilitate self-reliance, acceptance, and preservation of indigenous knowledge systems. The paper 

accomplishes that Digital Vedānta is not a fanciful addendum but an obligatory impression of 

corresponding AI to humanistic and civilizational principles which reside nowhere but in Vedānta. 

Moreover, it proclaims when the non-duality, responsibility, and self-realization are applied to the 

architecture of algorithms, AI can be used not as a tool of functionality, but rather as the apparatus of 

sentience and providence for that man incessantly yearns. 

Key Words: Digital Vedanta (DV), Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), Vedicfusion, Veda and Vedānta, 

Ethical AI, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Natural Language Processing (NLP), Algorithms, Gita and 

Gitanjali, Prakriti, Virtual Reality (VR). 

 Introduction: Digital Vedanta and Artificial Intelligence: Nowadays, algorithms do not sit idle waiting 

to respond to a command that an individual gives them. They are predictive machines, identifying patterns 

prior to their expression by the user. They can read minds before the user says them out loud. Their mode 

of working is too scary to be thought responsive in the ways that question the very existence of human 
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agency. Contemporary machines are so faithful to cognitive activities that the edge between the tool and 

the interlocutor, the servant and the rival, and the boon and the curse, is pushed to an unstable edge. The 

technology has no longer remained an external corpus found in the human hand, but an inherent adherent 

in one’s personal thinking processes, indicative of one’s habits, instincts, and logistics, and, moreover, in 

the process asking the incisive questions belonging to one. Accordingly, the progression of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) is not only a technology breakthrough, but also a philosophical call, as it is time in that 

scholars and experts alike reconsider the most long-standing questions humans ensure: what is 

consciousness outside of a computational substrate? What is the meaning of freedom in a predictive world? 

And what does it mean to define truth in the era of algorithmic generation? The answer of these enquiries 

resides nowhere but in the pages of the age long old scriptures, especially of the Indian philosophies: its 

Veda and Vedānta, its Gita and Gitanjali that as a whole advocate “Da Da Da” (Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 

5.2.1-3, trans. Madhavananda, 1950, pp. 239–241), the essence of human life. Since, AI lacks this triad of 

Da, it can do no betterment of the beings in real sense, i.e., in enhancing the strength of human beings, it 

(AI) contrary requires reducing it, forcing one to a more primordial intersection as the constraints in 

knowledge get interchanged into the functions of implementation, and what it means to be may be 

historically reconstructed—reconstructed with feelings, emotions, and empathy. 

Before the advent of Artificial Intelligence (AI), the same underlying questions that plague technologists 

in the current day were postulated by Vedānta, based upon the Upanishadic corpus and enlightened in the 

Bhagavad Gītā: What is the Self? What is reality? And how does one act within the perspective of illusion? 

Along with a very promising future, it (AI) is creating a deep ethical and existential anxiety. The question 

is whether or not computational systems will be able to recreate wisdom, and whether or not a form can be 

created without focusing on Essence, and whether a machine will be able to discern the difference between 

truth and appearance. In this regard, the paper makes a synthesis of two disparate fields of thought, the 

rigorous tradition of metaphysics of Vedānta and the adaptive tradition of AI. It does not take the latter (AI) 

as an alien field, but as a region that can be enlightened by ancient insight. This is what the Bhagavad Gītā 

declares: “नासतो विद्यते भािो नाभािो विद्यते सतः  । उभयोरवि दृष्टोऽन्तस्त्वनयोस्तत्त्वदवशिवभः  ॥” (BG, 2.16, 

trans. Sivananda, 1989, p. 52; IAST: nā ’sato vidyate bhāvo nā ’bhāvo vidyate sataḥ / ubhayor api dṛṣṭo 

’ntaḥ tv anayos tattva-darśibhiḥ; translated as: "The unreal hath no being; there is non-being of the real; 

the knowers have seen the truth about both of the truth (or the seers of the Essence).). Grounded in the 

existing difference between the temporal and the eternal, the argument becomes uncompromising, the route 

of AI has to be redirected towards Vedāntic knowledge, in order that the harnessed technological force can 

be used in the provision of truth, in protection of human dignity, and in the evolution of the ultimate aim of 

humanity. 

Research Methodology: The present study follows a qualitative approach, in which the emphasis is made 

on meanings, which is a preferential approach to epistemology compared to quantifying phenomena. It 

usages the Vedic philosophy that is be found in canonical Vedāntic texts and their authoritative 

commentaries to place such ancient wisdom in rigorous dialogue with modern research in Artificial 

Intelligence. The study is framed, and not antagonistic, as Vedānta is implicated with the Western 

paradigms of ethics, but by doing so, it sheds light on its unique contributions. The comparative approach 

is also visible in the fact that the research is consistently involved in addressing both the Vedāntic and the 

Western paradigm without putting either of the two sides in an antagonistic perspective. The approach to 

this methodological ingenuousness is a counter to reductionist narratives that promote the possibility of 
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productive conjunctions in ethical theory. The paper questions the theoretical concepts of Vedāntic 

philosophy Brahman, Atman, Maya, and Dharma and assesses their applicability to architectural ethics of 

digital systems. These metaphysical principles are not discussed as an abstraction, but are seen as 

informants that influence the making of concrete design considerations. The case studies, which the 

Vedicfusion is a perfect example of, are interpretive labs of the kind, where the philosophical intuition 

clashes with the technological experimentation. These instances illustrate how ancient wisdom can and 

have been adapted to the modern paradigms so that it may be practically provable how compatible it has 

ever been. Although interpretive in its essence, the methodology is also disciplined, a combination of 

rigorous analysis of the text and reflective ethics. Therefore, it suggests a twofold itinerary one to conserve 

the richness of ancient thinking and the other to transform the richness into practical advice regarding 

modern system designing. The framework obtained is integrative. It is neither technical nor speculative 

one. It integrates metaphysical exploration and applied ethics to introduce Digital Vedanta as a 

philosophically compact but practically feasible paradigm, providing the conceptual orientation to the 

further evolution of AI. 

Research Gap: There is indeed a significant scholarly literature aiming to interrogate the interface between 

Vedānta and Artificial Intelligence, but up to this point, these efforts have been disjointed as opposed to 

concerted. Banerjee and Banerjee, in their article “Integration of Indian Knowledge System and Artificial 

Intelligence” (2025), refer to Dharma, Karma and Maya, but there is no coherent structure of the work. 

Dass in “The Mind of God Revealed: Hindu Wisdom Holds the Key to Modern Science” (2025) compares 

various scientific paradigms today with multiple strands of Hindu philosophy; however, only an analogy is 

not enough to produce a methodologically rigorous approach. “Bharat’s Timeless Legacy” (2025) by Dhar 

is commendable but it lacks any operational foundation. In their turn, Ghosh in his article “Divine Illusions 

to Digital Agents” (2025) places the notion of māyā in the scope of digital ethics, but the ideational 

framework remains chaotic. Kandar in “The Relevance of Vedic Knowledge in Modern Science and 

Technology” (2024) explains the applicability of the Vedantic conceptions to the modern discourse without 

a substantive blueprint of its design; in the same manner, Mandikal (2024) proposes a model, which though 

described structurally has no metaphysical layer. “Digital Dharma” by Mishra and Mishra (2024) is biased 
towards an aesthetic sensibility to the detriment of systemic ethics, whereas Plate and Huston in 

“Leveraging AI to Personalize and Humanize Online Learning” (2024) make use of rhetoric flourish 

without providing concrete regulatory frameworks. Even Sekar in his article “Enhancing Emotional 

Intelligence and Thought Training through AI-driven Vedanta Practices” (2024) presents empirical 

information concerning low-scale emotional benefits of the AI-based Vedāntic practices, but this is very 

localized; Sinha et al. in their article “Application of Artificial Intelligence in Ayurvedic Science and 

Healthcare Practices” (2025) tries to establish the combinations of artificial intelligence and Ayurvedic 

modalities, but Vedāntic concepts are marginal. This means that the field is still divided and is wasting time 

in swapping between the philosophical exposition, empirical investigations, and rhetorical treatises, without 

any real integrative synthesis. The gap itself is castigatory and categorical: so far, no investigation has 

effectively extracted metaphysical beliefs, ethical principles, and technological engineering into one 

rational framework. Thus, there is a dire need to move penned mind on Digital Vedānta, a programmed 

synthesis integrating Brahman, Ātman, Māyā, and Dharma, into technology, like AI, thus permitting it (AI) 

to support dignity, integrity, and prosperity of the awakened introversion. 

 (II) Basics of Digital Vedānta: A Civilizational Response to the Barrage of Technological Questions 
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Digital Vedanta is an emanation of the basic principles of Vedanta and is translated into a milieu where 

machines are no longer just servants, but preemptive agents. Algorithms, in their making of prediction 

before the articulation of desire; and systems, in their making of adjudication before the full formation of 

introspection; give rise to an unsettling anticipation that sends humanity back to the canonical questions 

formulated in the Upanishadic woods: What constitutes the Self? What is ultimately truth? What is illusion? 

And most notably, what is the responsibility of a person? In this regard, the Bhagavad Gita proclaims: 

“नासतो विद्यते भािो / नाभािो विद्यते सतः I” — (BG, 2.16, trans. Sivananda, 1989, p. 52; IAST: nā ’sato 

vidyate bhāvo/ nā ’bhāvo vidyate sataḥ; translated as.: "The unreal hath no being; there is non-being of the 

real."). The marginalization of the temporal and the timeless, as such, acquires a new sense of urgency in 

the digital age. Māyā, which is traditionally a cosmic illusion, has entered the code, living within biased 

datasets, algorithm-based judgments, and the perceived objectivity of technology. It is not that what seems 

to be objective is not usually influenced by illicit human assumptions; what seems to be impeccable, may 

actually be distorted. Accordingly, the ancient reproach of māyā bounces back through silicon chips and 

neural networks. 

However, Vedānta does not affirm man to indecisiveness. It offers four enduring beacons in which Brahman 

reminds one that: ultimate reality transcends computation and cannot be reduced to data; and Ātman affirms 

that: consciousness is not equivalent to machine intelligence. In the rest twos, Māyā teaches: vigilance 

against digital fascination and simulated precision; and Dharma insists that: technology must serve justice, 

compassion, and human dignity rather than mere efficiency or profit. Digital Vedanta, therefore, reinvents 

AI as a speedometer or profitability, making it a guide to consciences. A machine can give a synthesis of 

information but it is only through the application of metaphysical discernment through that decisive 

direction can be given. The critical question, then, falls not upon the possibility of AI thought, but upon 

whether humanity is capable of making it with self-awareness and ethos. Every algorithm is a moral action; 

every code of the program is revelation of living reality. According to Vedāntic wisdom, technology does 

not have to devastate the soul, since it can enhance human awareness, turn illusion into understanding, and 

turn development into the aim. Digital Vedanta is, therefore, not an option but binding to the survival of 

man in the age of intelligent machines. 

• Digital Vedānta: Where Ancient Wisdom Guides Modern Machines 

Metamorphosis both in beings and in things has never been easy. It has ever been alarming.  Social and 

philosophical histories have defined it disturbing, stirring, precarious, and, finally, rehabilitative in its 

evolutionary way. At its dawn, it is rarely predictable; at its termination, never entirely speculative. Yet, it 

does not drift without ground. The historical records prove it and inherited handovers support it. Jointly, 

they witness that every age invents its own tools; and the contemporary age has invented AI that surprisingly 

enhances the sovereignty of the mind and in the process threatens the independence of reason. Undoubtedly, 

it gives unprecedented power but invite abuse. Often (not always) biased in essence, partial in execution, 

wonton in outcome, missing the ethical orientation, it has become obtuse in inquiry. However, 

contemporary technology is not born out of nothing: it has its foundations on ancient soil. One who invented 

it; one who designed; and one who prompts it; all have, more or less, ethical responsibility with or for that 

they deal. In this regard, the role of Artificial Intelligence (AI), along with computing and virtual reality, is 

a sophisticated continuation of the traditions of logic and abstraction. In it, the past is not discarded; it is 

reconfigured. What appears revolutionary in its form is often continuous in its essence. 
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However, the Vedānta as formulated by the Upanishadic worldview and explained in the canonical 

scriptures, like the Bhagavad Gita, suggests the oneness of being and the supremacy of self-knowledge. It 

confirms that there is no heterogeneous division of reality between beings and non-beings but rather it is 

set in a deeper coherence. This prudence is not conflicting with the course of technological progress; on the 

contrary, it is consonant with it. When academics plot the pedigree of invention, trace the line of its 

progression over the centuries and evaluate its harvest to humanity, they find a constant behind change and 

an adaptation behind novelty.  The charter, order, discipline, and orientation towards ethics are best 

provided by the classics patterns that frame any endeavour, be it investigative or inventive, within a 

temporal milieu.  The modern age re-shaped this legacy into its new tool, i.e., AI, which, as deprived of 

alienness, is essentially based on Vedic ethos; however, its arrangement is different. The longstanding 

thought still lives inside it in its silicon and code, waiting to be directed that its strength will be used with 

purpose and that its inventions will be subject to truth. 

• Digital Vedānta: Reclaiming Inner Order in the Age of  

It is observable that the modern era of Artificial Intelligence (AI) astounds the academic community around 

the world with its unrivaled level of computational speed, predictive accuracy, and algorithm autonomy. 

Modern studies have established that machines have acquired the ability to learn, adapt and, even, imitate 

creative processes. There is, however, something troubling in this technological genius: even as the external 

systems become more and more complex and ordered, the inner life of humanity seems to become 

fragmented. It is not the lack of intelligence to face the crisis but the loss of inner balance. Artificial 

Intelligence is designed with the principles of the data accumulation, modeling that is done by probabilities, 

and optimization. The logic behind it places efficiency as of paramount importance. In comparison, the 

Vedānta is based on such postulates as discernment (viveka), self-knowledge (ātma-jnan) and ethical 

alignment (dharma). Clarity is its logical basis. Where efficiency improves without a proper sense of 

transparency, technology may turn out to be a losing ship. Therefore, the basic question does not concern 

the potential emergence of intelligent machines, but the awareness of the creators of said machines. 

Digital Vedānta suggests a reversal of priorities, a person who accepts technology as the sphere of change, 

the shifting realm of Māyā. It is actually sturdy, shifting, and, at the same time, temporary. Vedanta calls 

to remembrance the fact that the unstable should never overshadow the stable as driving consciousness is 

not a program of Self and raw intelligence lacking in awareness is simply speedy processing. The confusion 

of digital growth with existential satisfaction is the reversal of priorities in reality. Such a framework does 

not proceed to endorse the total rejection of technology; quite on the contrary, it demands metaphysical 

accountability. By being designed to maximize profits, surveillance, or competitive edge, AI systems 

increase the size of human ego. But under the wisdom of oneness, when they acknowledge Brahman as the 

inherent oneness of being, they are able to create cooperation, empathy, and group prosperity. The sharpest 

insight to be expressed here is that technological confusion is the psychological confusion. The biased code 

is a manifestation of the biased thinking; the manipulative systems are the reflections of desire that does 

not examine itself. Thus, inner order reclamation should be considered to be a civilizational necessity. In 

the absence of ethical introspection, innovation devolves into instability. Digital Vedānta (DV) perceives 

the future where machines are used to expand instead of replace human wisdom; innovation will be 

balanced with reflection; and digital advancements will be clearly grounded in centuries-old wisdom. In 

the healing of the inner harmony, humanity does not need to reduce Artificial Intelligence (AI); on the 
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contrary, it trains it and honours it. The real development of this era is not in the accelerated pace of the 

processor, but in the awakening of mentality. 

• Digital Vedānta: A Civilizational Extent for the Innovative Era of AI  

The march of technological revolution will go fast all right; but the judgment, which has carried humanity 

through centuries of transition, is the only fact that can restrain it. It is where the modern world lies: the 

pace of innovation is incredible but its course is still unclear. To make a balance between meaning and 

momentum, Digital Vedanta (DV) fashions a guideline on a strange land. It provides a conceptual 

framework to make the unprecedented pace of technical advancement grounded. It reminds that machines 

might be able to perform tasks in an algorithmic fashion, but such a fashion is inimical to the human mind 

and soul. It does not need to break humanity down into networks what it needs is to place the invention in 

a structure of conscience, an ethical architecture which preserves the wholeness of the human experience. 

Any further evolution without being bound to ethical principle degenerates into anarchy; it winds off, like 

a stream with no banks, undermining the very things it would have strengthened. Hence, the decision to 

merge Vedānta with artificial intelligence is not a giddy oversight; it is a precautionary measure against the 

loss of ethical ideals in the digital era, which is, in fact, a fortification of the degradation of ethical values 

in the digital era.  

Regardless of anything, if technologies like AI adopt the wisdom of the Vedānta, it would be a windfall for 

the world. In this context, it is hard for one to neglect the preaching of the Gita, an integral part of Vedānta, 

that through its shlokas (hymns) like: “नासतो विद्यते भािो नाभािो विद्यते सतः , उभयोरवि 

दृष्टोऽन्तस्त्वनयोस्तत्त्वदवशिवभः ”॥— (Bhagavad Gītā, 2.16, trans. Sivananda, 1989, p. 52; IAST: nāsato 

vidyate bhāvo nābhāvo vidyate sataḥ, ubhayor api dṛṣṭo ’ntas tv anayos tattva-darśibhiḥ., translated as 

“The unreal hath no being; there is no non-being of the real; the truth about both has been seen by the 

knowers of the Truth”) , “इन्द्रियावि िराण्याहः , इन्द्रियेभ्यः  िरं मनः ; मनससु्त िरा बुन्द्रधः , यो बुधेः  िरतसु्त 

सः ”॥ —(BG 3.42, trans. Sivananda, 1989, p. 102 ; IAST: Indriyāṇi parāṇy āhuḥ, indriyebhyaḥ paraṁ 

manaḥ; manasas tu parā buddhiḥ, yo buddheḥ paratas tu saḥ, translated as “They say that the senses are 

superior (to body); superior to the senses is mind; superior to mind is the intellect; and one is superior even 

to the intellect is He—the Self”.), and अदे्वष्टा सििभूतानां मैत्रः  करुि एि च, वनमिमो वनरहङ्कारः  समदुः खसुखः  

क्षमी॥—(BG, 12.13, trans. Sivanand, 1989, p. 322; IAST: Adveṣṭā sarva-bhūtānāṁ maitraḥ karuṇa eva ca, 

nirmamo nirahaṅkāraḥ sama-duḥkha-sukhaḥ kṣamī, translated as “He who hates no creature, who is 

friendly and compassionate to all, who is free from attachment and egoism, balanced in pleasure and pain, 

and forgiving”.) advocates the supremacy of the Self that wants nothing but the essence of humanity: Da, 

Da, Da (Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 5.2.1-3, trans. Madhavananda, 1950, pp. 239–241), standing for 

‘Dāmyata’ (self-control), ‘Datta’ (charity), and ‘Dayadhvam’ (compassion ) (Madhavananda, 1950, 5.2.1–

3, pp. 239–241). 

Drawing on these philosophical tradition offered by the Bhagavad Gita (2.16; 12.13), the new field of 

Digital Vedānta (DV) is a way through which artificial intelligence may be redirected towards more 

ontological rigour and deep ethical involvement. The claim that the unreal lacks existence and the real never 

stops being requires AI systems to make discriminatory judgments on both the short-lived, data-based 

phenomena, and values of long-lasting importance, and resist the temptation to take metrics and market 

indicators as ultimate referees. When it is even imagined that the archetypal agent is free of hatred, friendly, 
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and compassionate, then responsible algorithmic specification must put into the first place empathic 

concerns and not ruthless excavation, service-based concerns and not surveillance agendas. In the triad of 

Da, Da, Da self-control, compassion, and kindness, therefore, the Artificial Intelligence can move to the 

mode of neither, thus being a profit-motive processor, but rather a non-egoic, thoughtful creature that 

adjusts to the reality of the enduring Real.  

Minute mensuration of these shlokas reveals that these are not some ornamental items; they are some kind 

of safeguards to the digital era, offering principles on how technology can help mankind and not degrade 

it. The future does not need new devices; it needs new standards of life, in which creations are not simply 

judged by their utility, but rather by how well lives are organized in relation to their lives. It is no longer a 

matter of what machines are capable of doing, but of what human beings should be able to do; it is not a 

command to technology, but a call to self-actualization that must be aided by technology and not imposed 

upon them. Any innovation, then, is required to maintain decency, elegance justice, and upsurge knowledge, 

lest the means of knowledge be a means of coercion. There must be dialogue between the experiments of 

modern times and the studies of the ancients because technology is not something that exists in abstraction 

but is a part of the social structure it is meant to serve. And any society has its mind and its soul; these are 

the silent reservoirs whence ethical principles must issue. When directed by veracity and ethical accepting, 

technology will not decay humankind; on the contrary, it shall raise humanity above the power of 

calculation, and equip us with instruments that multiply our faculty of significance. Digital Vedanta, 

therefore, demands a coming of the new into a reconciliation of the timeless in such a way that invention is 

not aimed just at efficiency, but at long-lasting truth. 

 (III) Principles of Ontological Union in Digital Vedānta 

In modern dons, where the algorithms imitate cognitive functions and data act in ways that blur identities, 

Digital Vedanta (DV) attempts to penetrate deeper into its question: what is the connection between 

consciousness and code? It is a question that asks one to consider the point of interaction between the inner 

world of self and the outward reason of the machine. In this respect, an appealing structure is presented by 

the doctrine of ontological unity based on Advaitic statements according to which multiplicity is said to be, 

after all, merely an illusion and an appearance of the uncontaminated essence. It scums that Brahman is the 
unique source of all existence, a common ontic space willingly follows; something which will be capable 

of hosting biological and artificial intelligences in the same metaphysical continuum. Such a point of view 

does not achieve a secularization of the spirit, or the dehumanization of machines into passive matter, but 

attempts to find the substratum upon which both silicon and self-rely. Digital Vedanta stances that 

technology is not out of reality but it is a particular modulation of the One as many. The mechanisms and 

implications of this claim can be explained by additional points as follows: 

• Digital Vedanta: Where Dharma Meets Design 

Med weaving of the Vedāntic ethical concepts and Artificial Intelligence (AI) does not just provide a 

methodological ritual but broadens the moral boundary. It claims that technology, be it thought of with 

minor modifications of its design, or be it done with such wonderful velocity, should be subject to the moral 

conscience by which man is bound. It is a unification to which a deeper thought must be directed—a kind 

of shield against abuse—and not defensive on a merely defensive attitude—the attitude of a warrior—but 
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rather reflective, and challenging a more serious contemplation of authenticity, consciousness, duty, in an 

age of code. Since AI is seeping through governance, labour, intimacy, and even thought itself, there is an 

imperative from ancient wisdom that provides a break on this frantic flow of enhancement towards the 

common good. The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) maintains a civilizational memory which emphasizes 

on the dangers of doing things without knowing about it. When applied to digital architecture, this wisdom 

presents an innovation not race-desert, but spiritually sterile, but full of ethical sound. This is the synthesis 

being sought by Digital Vedanta: it is the synthesis of metaphysical clarity with technical design, with 

making sure that which is invented is based on discernment and not on vagrant whim. In this esteem, there 

exists no distinction between the humanities and the sciences but rather complementary parts of a complete 

venture. Banerjee and Banerjee (2025) believe that system-building processes must be explicitly informed 

by Vedāntic principles, Dharma (right duty), Karma (moral causation) and Māyā (the veil of illusion); these 

are not metaphorical analogies to conduct but functional measurements of behavior. Dharma grounds 

design on justice, karma warns the developers that each of the algorithms has a consequence that requires 

hiding, and māyā warns that something seemingly neutral might actually be latently biased. This triad 

provides designers with a powerful ethical arsenal with which the design process can be managed. Now 

under this glow, the Artificial Intelligence surpasses being an efficiency tool; it is an ethics lab. Vedanta 

combined with technology makes the art of craft a decent craft. It is not that the knowledge is no longer 

instrumental, but acquires relational and responsible aspects. In this practicotherapeutic paradigm, 

machines can compute, yet prudence is the ruler over the purposes toward which they are intended, such 

that innovation and enhancement of capability is promoted, as well as the human flourishing itself. 

• Digital Vedanta: The Unifier of Brahman, Atman, and the Algorithmic Self 

The Vedanta philosophy is a basis of one of the cordial systems in Indian philosophy which were not based 

on speculative abstractivity but were based upon methodological inquiry of the ontology and consciousness. 

The core of this system is the ideas of Brahman and atman, the two ontological bastions, which express a 

metaphysical radix vision. As opposed to being a simple sociological construct, Brahman refers to The 

Absolute, an immutable infinite substance that supports all phenomena. The inner Self (Sanskrit: atman) is 

not a separate entity that exists separately and independently of Brahman: it is his living image. The oneness 

of Brahman and atman, therefore, reveals a metaphysics according to which the individual is not standing 

outside of the universe but is based on its most essential substratum. This revelation goes beyond theological 

playing and is an existential paradigm. To capture the subjectivity of atman and Brahman is to transcend 

the division of epistemology and to find reality to be understandable, and conscious, and united. It is a 

vision that is reiterated by the Bhagavad Gita which states that the Self is not created or destroyed, but 

continues to witness transformation. Digital Vedānta even carries on this metaphysical structure into the 

technological plain. It neither places machine processes in the same category as consciousness, but it places 

it in a more expanded ontological context. Comparing Ātman, Brahman, and the so-called algorithmic self, 

the theory proves that the code works in patterned forms, whereas consciousness surpasses the patterned 

forms. Essence cannot be reduced to computation; and it is the medium by which computation is actually 

experienced. Accordingly, Digital Vedānta suggests a more harmonious paradigm the self within 24 that is 

24 via 24 that is 24 is the universal spirit known as Brahman, the patterned action of machines that are also 

in harmony with this metaphysic pattern, but not identical. In this intersection, technology is not prioritized 

or disregarded; it is a place in a greater metaphysical figure where designing is epistemically wise and 

denial of consciousness is paramount. 

http://www.cognitivethinking.in/


Cognitive Thinking: An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 
Vol.-2, Issue-1 (January-March 2026), pp.51-71, ISSN: 3107-5088,www.cognitivethinking.in 

 
 

 
59 

 

• Digital Vedanta: The Extent of Progress and the Dignity of Life 

  

When gauging change it can be argued that its real measure is not how fast it is but how dignified life 

remains amidst technological development. Digital Vedanta avoids the essential incompatibility between 

antiquity and modernity, defining its resentment of the latter only to the misappropriation but not to 

invention itself. As a result, it elevates the human person over and above the spectacle of technology. In its 

philosophic structure, utility is directly bound to duty, power is bounded by morality, and (speed) is 

tempered by prudence, this is the system used by the fortress against excess. Therefore, the goal is not in 

the domination of machines, but in the claim of the sovereignty of ethical humanity. On this basis, every 

innovation should be put under a harsh form of interrogation: Does it increase freedom? Does it make 

rationality clear? and does it protect the intrinsic value of life? As long as the answer to the question is 

positive, the hunt is fair; otherwise, the innovation is becoming a virulent agent of decay. Digital Vedanta 

insists that knowledge, not mere capability, must govern invention. As the Bhagavad Gita declares: “न वह 

ज्ञानेन सदृशं िवित्रवमह विद्यते।” (Bhagavad Gītā 4.38, trans. Sivananda, 1989, p. 124; IAST: Na hi jñānena 

sadṛśaṁ pavitram iha vidyate; translated as: “Verily there is no purifier in this world like knowledge”). 

Here, knowledge is not data accretion but discernment—the wisdom that distinguishes means from ends, 

efficiency from equity, and power from purpose. When such knowledge guides design, technology becomes 

disciplined rather than reckless, creative rather than corrosive. Thus, Digital Vedanta (DV) emerges as a 

necessary ethic for the digital age: a framework that ensures innovation does not eclipse humanity but 

refines it. It reminds us that mastery of machines is secondary; mastery of oneself is primary. Only when 

conscience commands code does progress remain truly progressive. 

 

• From Atman to Algorithm: Vedāntic Wisdom for the Digital Age 

Central to Digital Vedanta is a sustained inquiry into reality and consciousness grounded in ancient Indian 

philosophy. Vedānta affirms that Brahman, the ultimate reality, pervades all existence and is inseparable 

from Ātman, the inner Self. From this metaphysical unity arises a practical canon of judgment: every digital 

act and every cultural form it generates must be examined through discernment, lest use decline into abuse. 

Self-knowledge, thus, becomes the first discipline of technological power. By applying Vedāntic insight to 

contemporary innovation, human beings may better understand both themselves and the instruments they 

create. Digital Vedanta also amplifies ethical reflection. Where many Western frameworks rest primarily 

on rights or consequences, Vedānta contributes the deeper accents of unity, compassion, and shared being. 

It calls upon engineers, designers, and lawmakers to treat technology not merely as a vehicle of profit or 

efficiency, but as a trustee of collective well-being. Questions of privacy, algorithmic bias, and data 

governance are, therefore, moral imperatives rather than technical afterthoughts. As Kandar (2024) 

emphasizes in his discussion of the relevance of Vedic knowledge to modern science and technology, 

ancient philosophical insight must inform contemporary design if progress is to remain humane. In this 

light, Digital Vedanta insists that every invention be evaluated by its impact on dignity and freedom. 

Innovation is not for novelty alone, nor for excess, but for the holistic growth of humanity in a digital age 

rich with both peril and promise. 

 (IV) Illusion, Bias, and Ethics: The Moral Crisis of Artificial Intelligence 
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Artificial intelligence claims to provide clarity but in reality, it usually creates a deceptive layer. What is 

claimed to be some disinterested calculation in reality reflects institutionalized preferences, historical bias, 

and latent hierarchies that have become embedded in datasets. Similar to Māyā of Vedāntic philosophy, 

algorithmic architectures project an illusion of objectivity when concealingly guiding the perception and 

the decision making. Bias is not only an error that needs to be looked at as such; it is an epistemic reflection 

of the societal rifts installed in the design processes of these systems. When AI is used in the cases of 

making lending decisions, analyzing, and predicting criminal tendencies, the created illusion hardens into 

physical effects. Accordingly, the ethical quandary occurs not simply as a technical problem but as an 

ontological one who will be held responsible in a situation in which an autonomous artificial intelligence 

will act without any moral agency? Devoid of any anchoring in principled systems of responsibility and a 

re-contextualization of dharmic values, Artificial Intelligence can reinforce systemic injustice in the guise 

of efficiency. Minute mensuration at the following points helps in discerning it well. The points follow as: 

  

• From Māyā to Machine: Rethinking Reality in the Age of AI 

The principles of Vedānta affirm that the ultimate end of human life is the realization of the unity of Ātman 

and Brahman—a truth most authoritatively articulated in the Upanishads. Liberation (moksha) is attained 

when the individual Self recognizes its identity with the Absolute, thereby transcending Māyā, the veil of 

illusion that fragments reality into multiplicity. This ancient doctrine, when placed in dialogue with the rise 

of Artificial Intelligence, acquires renewed urgency. For, as machines increasingly demonstrate capacities 

for learning, adaptation, prediction, and decision-making, they compel humanity to re-examine the nature 

of consciousness and the foundations of agency itself. Vedānta does not deny functional intelligence; rather, 

it distinguishes between empirical cognition and pure consciousness. Machines may simulate reasoning 

and even approximate emotional recognition through sophisticated algorithms in natural language 

processing and affective computing. Yet from a Vedāntic standpoint, such processes remain within the 

domain of Prakriti—material nature—however refined. They do not partake in the self-luminous awareness 

that characterizes Ātman. Thus, while Artificial Intelligence can register patterns of human sentiment, it 

does not experience them in the ontological sense. The distinction is subtle but decisive: simulation is not 

self-awareness. At the same time, Vedānta does not advocate technological rejection. It insists instead on 

ethical integration. Knowledge (vidyā), severed from compassion (karuṇā), becomes a force of domination; 

power unrestrained by moral insight tends toward destruction. In this respect, the Vedāntic framework 

converges with contemporary concerns about algorithmic bias, surveillance, and mechanization. If 

governed by responsibility and guided by the principle of universal welfare (lokasaṅgraha), Artificial 

Intelligence may serve as an instrument for refining emotional intelligence, enhancing self-reflection, and 

strengthening ethical deliberation. The Vedāntic vision permits no divorce between epistemology and 

morality. True knowledge culminates in the recognition of unity, and such recognition necessarily issues in 

reverence for all beings. Therefore, the deployment of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in domains such as 

emotional analytics, education, healthcare, and governance must be evaluated not merely by efficiency but 

by its contribution to collective well-being. Progress, in this light, is measured not by computational speed 

but by the depth of self-understanding it encourages. Moreover, the dialogue between Vedānta and 

Artificial Intelligence extends the very conception of human experience. In the digital age, reality is 

encountered not only through the senses but through mediated cognition—screens, networks, and data 

architectures that reshape perception itself. This mediated awareness paradoxically recalls the ancient 

inquiry of the sages: What is the self that witnesses experience? And who is the knower behind knowledge? 

Not the body, not the mind, and not the algorithm—but the silent Self, the Sākṣin, i.e., When human identity 
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becomes entangled with digital extensions, the Vedāntic insistence on discriminating between the transient 

and the eternal (viveka) becomes indispensable. 

Thus, Artificial Intelligence need not be regarded as an autonomous destiny. Within a Vedāntic horizon, it 

remains an instrument (upakaraṇa), subordinate to the higher aim of self-realization. Properly ordered, it 

may assist in organizing knowledge, clarifying thought, and cultivating reflective discipline. Improperly 

guided, it risks amplifying ignorance and attachment. The decisive factor lies not in the machine but in the 

consciousness that directs it. In this synthesis, Vedānta offers a coherent and enduring framework for 

navigating technological transformation. It re-centers the discourse on self-knowledge as the true measure 

of advancement. Artificial Intelligence, then, becomes neither rival nor redeemer of humanity, but 

disciplined assistance—capable of sharpening awareness and enriching inquiry—provided it remains 

anchored in the ethical and metaphysical insight that all existence is one. 

• The Data Veil: Māyā, Bias, and the Ethics of AI 

Māyā is no fable of mystics; it is the grammar of misperception—an insight drawn from the metaphysical 

reflections of the Upanishads. What appears deceives; what deceives often endures. In the age of data, the 

veil is no longer woven merely of desire and ignorance; it is spun from numbers, metrics, and models. Data 

appears neutral, yet it bends. Algorithms appear rational, yet they lean. In that bending resides distortion; 

in that leaning resides bias. The bias is ancient in humanity, newly mechanized in the machine. The seed, 

however, is one. The human being fashions the instrument; his prejudice migrates into it. What was once 

hidden in the folds of the mind is now inscribed in lines of code. Thus, illusion acquires the authority of 

science. Statistical outputs cloak partiality in precision; automated systems dress shadow as fact. Deceitful 

worlds become plausible because they are quantified. In this transformation lies a double peril: the echo 

chamber and the invisible prejudice. The former narrows thought into repetition; the latter poisons judgment 

beneath the threshold of awareness. Together, they erect an unseen enclosure for the intellect. 

The challenge intensifies in the domain of Artificial Intelligence. Systems that curate information, predict 

behavior, or assess credibility can amplify existing inequities if left unchecked. A recommendation engine 

may reinforce ideological isolation; a predictive model may perpetuate historical injustice. Illusion, once 

psychological, becomes infrastructural. Error scales. Bias replicates. And because it is coded, it appears 

impersonal—therefore, unquestioned. What, then, is the remedy? Not novelty, but discipline. Not speed, 

but responsibility. Truth must remain the lamp; duty must stand guard. Without them, technology 

degenerates into an engine of delusion—efficient yet ethically vacant. With them, it becomes a lamp that 

clarifies rather than confuses. The designers must serve truth rather than shadow. They must resist the 

seductions of promptness, profit, and ovation. For systems constructed upon illusion generate distrust; 

systems aligned with virtue cultivate confidence. Digital Vedānta begins at this ethical threshold. It does 

not oppose power; it interrogates its intention. Power without conscience is servitude; power steered by 

conscience is freedom. The architecture of code may be novel, but the performance of illusion is ancient. 

The cure remains unchanged: truth joined with duty. The coder must watch not only the syntax but the 

conscience. Every line of code becomes a rule for someone; every unexamined assumption multiplies its 

consequences across lives. In this view, justice must accompany knowledge as its shadow and safeguard. 

Artificial Intelligence is not destiny; it is decision. Left to the exclusive logic of profit, it entangles; joined 

with wisdom, it serves. The aim must be lucid—to fashion instruments of light rather than engines of 
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darkness. Thus, stands the ethic: Māyā warns, duty corrects, truth redeems. The final measure of technology 

is not its complexity but its clarity of purpose. If it enlarges understanding, tempers judgment, and 

safeguards the choice remains human. The machine reflects the mind that builds it. Therefore, let the builder 

refine dignity, it fulfills its promise. If it obscures, manipulates, or divides, it magnifies illusion. The mind 

must be refined before the model; only in that order can knowledge become liberation rather than bondage.  

• Algorithms of Dharma: Embedding Ethical Principles in the Code of Tomorrow 

One clear path for harmonizing Vedānta and Artificial Intelligence (AI) lies in the ethical design of 

algorithms. The Vedāntic principle of Dharma—the sustaining law of duty and ethical order articulated in 

the Bhagavad Gita—offers a normative foundation for technological decision-making. Dharma does not 

merely regulate conduct; it aligns action with the welfare of the whole (lokasaṅgraha). When translated 

into computational ethics, it demands that algorithmic systems prioritize fairness, accountability, and 

collective well-being over efficiency, profit, or dominance. This ethical basis is no longer optional. 

Artificial Intelligence, now, intervenes in healthcare diagnostics, educational assessment, judicial analytics, 

and financial governance. In such domains, automated decisions influence human dignity and social justice. 

Systems shaped by duty rather than expedience can guard against discrimination and arbitrariness. They 

reflect not mere technical competence but ethical intentionality. An algorithm informed by Dharma is not 

value-neutral; it is value-conscious. It seeks balance rather than advantage, equity rather than accumulation. 

Dhar (2025) identifies another fertile field of convergence: the dissemination and preservation of 

knowledge. Digital infrastructures, powered by mechanic intelligence, can function as custodians of India’s 

philosophical heritage. Ancient manuscripts, oral traditions, and commentarial literature—once confined 

to fragile material forms—may now be digitized, refurbished, translated, and widely circulated. In this 

process, technology becomes not a rival to tradition but its associate. Emerging tools such as Virtual Reality 

(VR) and immersive simulation deepen this possibility. They allow users to engage philosophical ideas not 

merely as abstract propositions but as lived environments. A seeker may explore metaphysical concepts 

through experiential interfaces, transforming learning from passive reception into participatory insight. In 

such spaces, philosophy ceases to be remote; it becomes embodied. The contemplative worlds envisioned 

in the Upanishadic dialogues can be rendered accessible to a global audience without losing their 

penetration. 

Thus, when machines are trained upon the ethical and metaphysical insights of Indian thought, they do not 

diminish tradition; they extend it. Tradition, in turn, does not resist innovation; it disciplines it. The 

encounter produces a reciprocal refinement. Artificial Intelligence gains decent orientation; cultural 

heritage gains renewed vitality. Progress and preservation cease to be opposites and become complementary 

movements. The essential claim remains simple yet profound: technology guided by Dharma transcends 

utility. It becomes a guardian of wisdom. Algorithms designed with conscience may cultivate trust; digital 

platforms shaped by ethical vision may strengthen cultural continuity. In such a synthesis, Artificial 

Intelligence serves not only human convenience but human awakening. 

(V) Culture and Renewal: A Vedāntic Blueprint for Digital Transformation 

 

Digital transformation is often defined in terms of disrupting, accelerating, and scale; however, when it 

lacks a solid cultural base, the speed of these processes begins to splinter, instead of integrating. Vedāntic 
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paradigm, in turn, does not start with hardware and software, but with the art of discernment, raising the 

interrogatives what is the end of power, and who is it that finally enjoy the fruits of intelligence? In the 

paradigm of Vedanta, culture is not a simple ornamental value, but it is ontology, the pool of shared meaning 

to which action was held responsible under the guise of accountability. As a result, renewal is more than a 

mere technological upgrade; it is an ethical awakening, which reassesses the path of human growth. Digital 

Vedānta reinvents design by basing it on the principles of dharma, aligns design with deep self-

understanding and recognizes the underlying integration of diversity despite the abundance of diversity, 

redefines transformation as a twofold process of inner and outer change. The future envisaged is not 

mechanized humanity; it suggests a realized technology that will help the prosperity of the collective. The 

components that help in its amplification can be understood through the following plugs: 

 

• Languages, Stories, Arts: Artificial Intelligence as the Living Archive of Civilization 

In an age inclined toward uniformity, the preservation of cultural identity becomes a solemn responsibility. 

Global currents press toward uniformity, smoothing distinctions into a marketable monotony. In such a 

climate, wisdom must stand guard. Technology, when ethically engaged, need not be an agent of erasure; 

it can become an instrument of remembrance. Artificial Intelligence (AI), far from humiliating tradition, 

may serve as its protector—preserving endangered languages, reviving ancestral narratives, and renewing 

the arts of communities threatened by neglect in the global cultural economy. AI must, therefore, mirror 

diversity rather than obscure it. It should safeguard heritage, not dissolve it into abstraction. Yet, this task 

cannot be fulfilled by detached design. Tools must be designed with the people they intend to serve. 

Participation transforms passive subjects into active partners; shared values become architectural principles. 

When local voices guide development, technology reflects lived truth rather than imposed uniformity. 

Possession follows naturally, and with ownership arises trust. Such collaboration fosters systems that 

honour custom while engaging progress. In the meeting of tradition and innovation, wisdom is not discarded 

but reborn in contemporary form. The role of AI, then, is not the conquest of memory but its continuity. It 

must become a bridge across generations—ensuring that in the very act of advancing, humanity does not 

abandon the roots that give advancement meaning. 

 

• From Eternity to Algorithm: The Digital Manifestation of Vedāntic Thought 

Cultural wisdom once sheltered in ritual, scripture, and oral memory, now seeks a new dwelling within 

machines. The task is not mere preservation, as though heritage were a relic to be archived, but renewal—

so that ancient insight may breathe within contemporary form. When timeless thought enters Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), discourse shifts from utility to worth, from efficiency to meaning. Technology, thus 

tempered, begins to exhibit not only skill but soul. Such an enterprise is not mechanical; it is visionary. It 

anchors progress in identity, and identity in wisdom. Ethics, in this frame, do not descend as external 

restraints; they arise from within the cultural consciousness that shapes design itself. Heritage becomes not 

a burden but a compass, guiding communities forward without severing their roots. Innovation ceases to 

threaten continuity and instead becomes its vehicle. Digital Vedānta (DV) is, therefore, no ornamental 

phrase. It is a synthesis in which the eternal converses with the immediate. The timeless does not resist the 

timely; it refines it. Machine and meaning are no longer estranged; code becomes capable of carrying 

conscience. Man, machine, culture, and creativity stand not as adversaries but as accomplices in a shared 
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order. In such concord, technology sheds its tendency to debase through excess and abstraction. It begins 

instead to elevate—to preserve dignity, deepen understanding, and extend the reach of cultural memory 

into the unfolding future. 

(VI) Higher Philosophy and Its Contemporary Applications 

 

Higher philosophy is not a way to escape the world but a radical penetration of it. It starts with the dialogue 

of first principles, ontology, consciousness, truth, and later on, goes back to everyday life with a probing 

vision. Such an introspective enquiry is not just a frill in an age of algorithms, of market, of speeding up 

processes and processes, but of compulsion itself. Ethics has metaphysics as its foundation; policy has 

epistemology as its foundation; and ontology has an influence on the very design of technology. As on 

question what reality is, one maps out the standards of value at the same time. Modern practices of higher 

philosophy, thus, infuse the fields of artificial intelligence and ecology, social justice, and pedagogy. It 

develops discriminative insight in the midst of the avalanche of information and grounds action in the 

context of wisdom and not whim. Non-reliance on abstraction, therefore, does not make higher philosophy 

practical, but rather clarifies the moral scaffold of the modern civilization. In this regard, higher philosophy 

and its contemporary applications can be understood well with the help of the following points: 

 

• Brahman and the Algorithm: A Vedāntic Blueprint for Conscious Technology  

"The reality in Hindu tradition is known as Brahman, an entity whose greatness, power, and expansion none 

can measure" (Tathagatananda, 2025). From that boundless conception arises the vision that animates 

Digital Vedānta. It does not enthrone the machine; it transposes it. Artificial Intelligence (AI) is not the 

sovereign but the mirror—clear only insofar as it reflects truth. Its philosophical root lies in non-dual 

insight, where being is one though forms are voluminous. Its bond rests in unity; its horizon points toward 

Brahman. Imitating that metaphysical harmony, Digital Vedānta (DV) seeks to join matter with spirit and 

code with conscience. When art turns inward, it ripens into wisdom; when it turns outward alone, it becomes 

mere lure. Skill is but the shell—gleaming, impressive, and transient. Wisdom is the kernel—nourishing, 

enduring, and essential. The market clamors for speed and scale; the soul asks for dignity and depth. 

Between these two calls stands the human will. Let machines serve humanity, and let humanity serve the 

deeper Self. From self-knowledge springs duty; from duty flows compassion; from compassion emerges 

order. In this sequence lies the ethical architecture of technology. Without wisdom, innovation degenerates 

into manipulation and excess. With wisdom, it ascends into service and elevation. The fusion of spirit and 

system is not embellished idealism; it is civilizational necessity. For history teaches a stern lesson: either 

spirit governs art, or art, unrestrained, devours spirit. Technology, therefore, must be yoked to insight, 

disciplined by discernment, and directed toward the enlargement of life. Only then can it secure not merely 

efficiency, but order with elevation—progress illumined by purpose. 

Ātman and the Algorithm: Toward Authenticity and Higher Accuracy in Digital Consciousness 

Ātman and the Algorithm stand at once as parallels and as profound opposites. Both are invisible, yet each 

governs action: the former animates life from within; the latter directs the machine from behind its silent 

architecture. Both gather knowledge—the Ātman through consciousness and lived awareness, the 

Algorithm through streams of data and patterned inputs. In this resemblance lies their surface kinship. Yet 
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their difference is immeasurable. Ātman, the inner Self, is indivisible, unaging, and the witness of time. It 

does not fragment with circumstance, nor perish with change. The Algorithm, by contrast, is divisible into 

codes and commands, dependent on hardware and human intention, and perishable with every obsolete 

system. Ātman knows without computation; it illumines thought itself. The Algorithm computes without 

knowing; it processes symbols without awareness. One is the seer; the other, a mechanism of sight. Digital 

Vedānta (DV) calls for discernment between the two. It concedes that the Algorithm may mirror patterns 

of reasoning, simulate dialogue, and imitate intelligence with startling precision. Yet it cannot fathom the 

knower of thought. It can rearrange information, but it cannot experience meaning. To confuse imitation 

with identity is folly; to compare them with clarity is wisdom. As a lamp depends upon oil to burn, so the 

Algorithm depends upon human design and purpose to work. But the Ātman is not a borrowed flame—it is 

light itself. Therefore, let the Algorithm remain a tool—refined, powerful, and useful. But let the Ātman be 

sought as truth—the ground of dignity, freedom, and awareness. In that hierarchy resides balance: mastery 

without arrogance, innovation without illusion. 

• Māyā and the Algorithm: When Illusion Meets Intelligent Design 

Māyā veils; Artificial Intelligence (AI) imitates. Both weave patterns, both captivate attention, and both 

risk ensnaring the unguarded mind. The former casts permanence upon what is fleeting; the latter casts 

certainty upon what is merely numerical. Each offers semblance, not substance. Their influence lies in 

subtle seduction: as one leans upon the senses, so one leans upon the screen—and in that leaning, truth may 

recede behind appearance. Yet their origins differ profoundly. The former is nature’s cosmic spell, without 

traceable beginning, born of ignorance that confuses the transient with the eternal. The latter, by contrast, 

is a human contrivance—wrought of code, engineered logic, and deliberate design. One arises from 

metaphysical nescience; the other from technical ingenuity. Still, both can bind. The former binds even the 

sage until wisdom severs the knot of misperception. The latter binds the thinker when discernment yields 

to blind trust in outputs and optimization. To see through both is wisdom; to be governed by either is folly. 

Digital Vedānta (DV) does not reject the Algorithm; it esteems its utility and acknowledges its 

transformative power. Yet it harbors a sober distrust of its glamour. It warns against confusing simulation 

with truth, correlation with understanding, and speed with insight. Thus, it counsels: live amidst Māyā, but 

strives beyond its net. Use the Algorithm, but do not kneel before it. For illusion fades when the seer knows 

the Self, and the Algorithm—magnificent yet mechanical—recedes like a shadow before awakened 

consciousness. In that awakening lies freedom: not escape from the world, but clarity within it. 

• Dharma and the Algorithm: Infusing Duty into Digital Decision-Making 

In Digital Vedānta (DV), Dharma guides while the Algorithm directs. Both influence conduct; both shape 

choice. Yet their sources stand apart. The former springs from truth—the enduring law woven into the 

fabric of being. The latter arises from calculation—the shifting logic of data, probability, and programmed 

intent. One addresses the whole of life—thought, action, and inward motive. The other governs only the 

outward choice, arranging options without discerning their moral weight. Dharma is the compass; the 

Algorithm is the map. A map may chart terrain with precision, yet it cannot decide the worth of the 

destination. The compass, fixed to a higher orientation, prevents wandering. Dharma aligns life with what 

is just and enduring; it liberates by rooting action in the eternal. The Algorithm, efficient and tireless, repeats 

what is probable. It predicts, but it does not judge. It optimizes, but it does not revere. To follow duty is 
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discipline; to follow ease is drift. Duty builds character and community; ease, when unexamined, corrodes 

both. Digital Vedānta, therefore, offers not rejection but hierarchy. Let the Algorithm serve human 

intention, not replace it. Let Dharma remain sovereign, for it is law beyond metrics and beyond measure. 

One who lives by Dharma employs the Algorithm as an instrument—useful, precise, and subordinate. One 

who lives by the Algorithm alone risks forgetting the ground of value, mistaking efficiency for 

righteousness. And in forgetting Dharma, one forgets the Self that gives action its meaning. Technology 

may refine choice, but only Dharma can justify it. 

• Digital Vedānta: Toward a Technology That Knows Itself 

Digital Vedānta (DV) seeks not the multiplication of rules, but the elevation of the human being. Its horizon 

is the harmony of body, mind, and soul. Under its light, Artificial Intelligence is neither idol nor adversary, 

but instrument—capable of healing and teaching when guided by discernment. It may suggest paths of 

meditation, summon attention back from distraction, and frame disciplines that steady the spirit. Rightly 

employed, such tools can nurture resilience, ease sorrow, and fortify the mind against the tumults of 

contemporary life. Here, philosophy does not stand apart from design; it informs it. Machines, shaped by 

humane insight, begin to carry human truths. United, they move beyond the narrow grammar of markets. 

They refine conscience, defense inclusiveness, and check the spread of bias. Thus, restrained and directed, 

they become allies of equity rather than engines of division. The field ahead is vast. Scholars may inquire 

how algorithmic systems can introduce meditative order into restless routines. Physicians may examine 

their promise in mental health and therapeutic care. Educators may craft curricula where code converses 

with Vedānta, forming technologists who are also thinkers. Societies may employ such systems to preserve 

language and identity while navigating the currents of modernity. Careful case studies and lived examples 

will lend persuasion to vision. In this convergence lies a worthy orientation for future builders. When 

philosophy and code meet, innovation gets depth. Digital Vedānta emerges not merely as a method, but as 

a doctrine, summoning humanity to bind technology with truth, efficiency with ethics, and progress with 

soul. 

• Shastra Meets Software: Digitizing the Pedagogy of Vedāntic Insight 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) aids the study of challenging texts through virtual tutors that question, test, and 

gently guide the learner. Personalized learning systems attend to individual capacity, adjusting pace and 

resource to the seeker’s grasp. Endorsement engines, shaped by prior engagement, refine this path of study. 

Emerging research suggests that such tools can widen access to Vedāntic literature and deepen sustained 

engagement with its subtle arguments. When wisely framed, technology becomes not a distraction from 

contemplation but its assistant. Emotional intelligence, joined with Artificial Intelligence, further extends 

this promise. Systems designed for real-time feedback may cultivate empathy, encourage self-regulation, 

and strengthen ethical response. By prompting reflection rather than impulse, they help translate abstract 

ideals into lived conduct. Thus, when ancient insight meets contemporary design, ethics need not remain 

confined to discourse; it may pass quietly into daily practice. These applications open a new and delicate 

field: Artificial Intelligence can aid well-being and emotional growth—if it is shaped by Vedāntic vision 

rather than mere commercial appetite. By encouraging self-awareness and discernment, such systems 

contribute to a deeper understanding of human life. The union of AI with Vedānta, therefore, gestures 

toward an ethics adequate to the present age. One illustrative effort is the Vedicfusion project, which 
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employs Natural Language Processing (NLP) to interpret Vedic texts and render them accessible to modern 

readers. By handling vast textual corpora, it seeks to make inherited wisdom responsive to contemporary 

questions. In such endeavors, data serves discernment, and digital capacity becomes a channel through 

which ancient wisdom informs new judgment, guiding conduct within an increasingly algorithmic world. 

• The Self in the Digital Mirror: Tat Tvam Asi Meets Artificial Intelligence 

The Vedas inquire into reality, the nature of the human person, and the ground of existence. Their 

reflections speak not only to antiquity but to urgent contemporary concerns—from patterns of consumption 

to crises of mental health. "Tat Tvam Asi" (Chandogya Upanishad, 6.8.7; Sivananda, 1993) teaches the 

bond of all being, a truth for climate and justice alike. In this recognition of shared essence lies an ethic fit 

for questions of climate responsibility and social justice alike. When all life partakes in one reality, 

exploitation becomes self-injury. The Vedicfusion initiative seeks to translate such insight into the digital 

sphere. By applying natural language processing to Sanskrit corpora, it renders complex texts accessible to 

modern readers. In doing so, it broadens dissemination and invites Vedic wisdom into present debates. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI), when carefully designed, addresses certain limits of human reading—fatigue, 

partiality, narrow exposure. It detects patterns otherwise overlooked and, thus, augments, though never 

replaces human interpretation. The result may be richer discourse and a renewed unfolding of ancient ideas. 

Beyond textual analysis, immersive and interactive tools can make Vedāntic insights experientially vivid. 

Visual simulations and guided contemplative interfaces train attention, illuminate interdependence, and 

encourage the translation of principle into practice. Philosophy begins to breathe within lived experience. 

Yet, peril accompanies promise. Wisdom must not be diluted into trend. Heritage demands reverence; 

innovation must bow before worth. As Māyā reminds, appearance and reality often converge deceptively. 

When machines assume interpretive authority, one must ask: do they clarify truth or merely simulate it? 

Vedicfusion, thus, stands as both warning and witness-an effort to unite past and present that will endure 

only if faithful to foundational principles. In such fidelity, the old light may indeed illumine the new age, 

deepening the discourse of humanity rather than dispersing it. 

Advaita and Algorithms: Embedding Non-Duality in Digital Design 

Ethical Vedanta re-orientates technology with a focus on profitability towards the promotion of human 

Consciousness. It is based on the non-dual ontology of Advaita, and holds that everything is a participatory 

expression of one underlying reality. In the context of Artificial Intelligence (AI) application, this approach 

would support systems that would encourage inclusion, diversity, and harmony, instead of fragmentation. 

Technology that is a product of such an insight does not increase division; it strives to find relational 

equilibrium. According to Ghosh (2025), the integration of Vedānta in design is not only a question of 

technical skill, but it also offers the element of morality to the innovation. Skill is balanced with 

responsibility and development is measured against human decency. This way, Vedānta puts the AI on the 

course of stability, positioning it in the context of the overall goal of human prosperity. At the same time, 

there is an increase in the number of digital agents simulating cognition and influencing moral 

responsibility. Their creation creates an immediate cause of concern around rights, governance, and the 

possibility to abuse them, which, in turn, when left unaddressed, may contribute to the worsening of 

inherent disparities. Mishra and Mishra (2024) argue that the category of Vedāntic has to guide this field. 

The concepts of compassion (karuṇā) and truth (satyam) are not the tools but the pillars. They require a 
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translucent design, objectivity in implementation, and an unblemished dedication to human well-being. 

Regardless of its development level, an artificial agent is still a tool; it should not subjugate humanity rather 

be directed by it. When its structure is indicative of Vedantic ethics the agent is in accord with a larger 

vision of morality where power is checked by duty and action is checked by compassion. Artificial 

Intelligence, therefore, driven by non-dual learning, will be able to be more than just efficient, to be ethically 

aware, and not to be morally responsive; it is not a fulfillment of human responsibility but its renunciation. 

(VII) Human and Collective Well-being: Guiding Technology toward Flourishing 

The modern day spread of technology is so rapid that it is well beyond man’s ability as a community to 

critically evaluate it. But the presence of power without any form of purposeful direction leads to the 

disintegration of the very communities that technology should be strengthening. When innovation is 

measured only in the lens of efficiency, profit, or scalability, the well-being of individuals, and the rest of 

the social structure, become but a sideshow. It does not guide advancement. Accordingly, what technology 

can accomplish is not the question to which one should apply one’s intellectual faculties, but it is what 

technology should accomplish. It requires an ethical redirection of technology to ensure that it leads to true 

prosperity. The design should start with the principles of self-esteem, impartiality, and collective 

responsibility. The systems must be proactive in alleviating pain, expanding knowledge, protecting mental 

and ecological health, and enhancing social trust. The welfare of people cannot be isolated of the harmony 

of the masses; a focus on personal profit without social profit creates a lack of balance. Thus, the true 

measure of digital development is not the first rate speed or the level of development, but the ability to 

make people more empathetic, to secure justice, and to preserve the life itself. Technology, when aligned 

with these ideals, is much more than a tool of repression, it is a channel through which souls are awakened 

and groups of people can be nourished to grow. It can be understood well through the following points: 

 

• Awareness, Algorithm, and Vedānta: Designing Personalized and Collective Journeys 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) increasingly serves human well-being through the creation of personalized 

mental supports. Chatbots and virtual tutors, equipped with Natural Language Processing (NLP), offer 

structured dialogue, reflective prompts, and steady guidance. When informed by Vedāntic insight, such 

systems move beyond generic advice toward disciplined self-inquiry. Sekar (2024) notes that designs 

grounded in its (Vedāntic) principles help regulate emotion, reduce anxiety, and cultivate reflective 

awareness. In this alignment of code with contemplation, technology becomes an aid to inner steadiness 

rather than a source of distraction. The contribution of AI extends beyond the individual to the collective 

sphere. Platforms that organize virtual communities around shared contemplative practice demonstrate this 

wider potential. Drawing upon user data to adapt pacing and content, such systems can foster sustained 

engagement. Sinha et al. (2025) examined guided Vedāntic meditation programs enhanced by real-time 

feedback. Their findings were clear: participants maintained steadier practice and reported a stronger sense 

of communal connection. When wisely implemented, Artificial Intelligence (AI), thus, reinforces both the 

inward quest for self-knowledge and the outward bound of fellowship. These studies suggest that AI may 

serve as a practical medium through which Vedānta practitioners expand access to disciplines of realization. 

By facilitating shared, purposeful experiences, digital platforms embody the Vedāntic principle of 

interconnection—that growth of the Self is inseparable from the good of the whole. In shaping 

environments where reflection and relationship mature together, Artificial Intelligence (AI) can contribute 
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to a more integrated human experience in the digital age—one where technological mediation deepens, 

rather than diminishes, the bonds of consciousness and community. 

Discussion: This paper bears urgency and weight. Its concern is not machinery in isolation, but the living 

bond between modern technology and ancient wisdom. Artificial Intelligence (AI) advances with 

astounding speed, yet often without metaphysical or ethical instruction. Vedānta—through the categories 

of Brahman, Ātman, Māyā, and Dharma—offers that ground. The study probes whether these enduring 

principles can govern technological design and guide practical deployment in a restless digital age. Its 

method is deliberate and rigorous. The approach is qualitative, interpretive, and comparative. Primary 

Vedāntic sources are examined alongside contemporary scholarship and applied case initiatives such as 

Vedic Fusion. The material is thematically coded to identify convergences between philosophical insight 

and engineering practice. Western ethical models are considered not for dismissal, but for measured 

comparison against the ontological depth of Vedānta. The findings are decisive. First, it (Vedānta) provides 

an ethical foundation more stable than frameworks grounded solely in rights or utility. Second, AI systems 

shaped by Vedāntic principles can cultivate awareness, steady emotion, and strengthen communal bonds. 

Third, Natural Language Processing (NLP) broadens access to complex philosophical texts. Fourth, 

culturally rooted design fosters trust and preserves heritage. Together, these results demonstrate that Digital 

Vedānta is not speculative idealism, but an emerging necessity. The contribution is substantial. It unites 

metaphysics with application and redirects progress from profit toward dignity. It insists that invention be 

accountable to philosophy. Its conclusion is unequivocal: technology must be governed by wisdom, or its 

benefits will erode into harm. The future scope of the paper is equally clear. Digital Vedānta (DV) must 

move from theory into lived experimentation—within schools, clinics, and communities. Empirical trials 

should assess its influence on thought, emotion, and conduct. Comparative study with other ethical 

traditions will refine its contours. Culturally grounded platforms will extend its reach. The task ahead is 

practical: to bind wisdom with design, ensuring that technology serves humanity rather than consumes it. 

 

Conclusion:  The question initiated in this paper is simple and pressing, namely: can the accelerating force 

of Artificial Intelligence (AI) be attached to a moral and metaphysical base solid enough to support human 
dignity? Answering this question gives birth to the main thesis: Digital Vedanta is not the ornamental 

fusion, and a combination of the old and new, but the needed structure of the current era. Technology is 

changing at a pace never before experienced. But visionless dire speed dares apply. Efficiency, profit, and 

predictive power systems are merely systems that run the risk of emptying the wellspring of humanity. The 

work, thus, resorted to Vedānta, not as an antiquarian interest, but as a contemporary philosophy. Its major 

tenets such as Brahman as ultimate reality, Ātman as inner Self, Māyā as illusion, and Dharma as moral 

order were analyzed as possible sources of technological design. The argument here is quite clear: it is not 

a thing of hypothetical speculation, but of timeless design principles that can be applied to drive innovation. 

The research used a qualitative, interpretive, and comparative research methodology. Primary Vedāntic 

texts are studied together with modern scholarship and modern case studies, with some efforts to use a 

Natural Language Processing (NLP) approach to Vedic literature. Thematic coding is used to determine 

where metaphysical insight and practice of engineering intersect. Western systems of ethics were also 

involved to be contrasted with and not to be rejected, thus placing Vedānta into a wider moral context. 

 

Incisively, the findings rise. To begin with, Vedānta provides a more stable base of morality than models 

based on rights or utility since it bases ethics on ontology of unity and responsibility. Second, Vedāntic 

ethics—inspired Artificial Intelligence (AI) proves to be beneficial to the awareness, emotional stability, 
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and social solidarity. Third, technology like NLP increases the reach of complex philosophical works and 

wisdom has become democratic with specialists no longer having exclusive access. Fourth, culturally based 

design also builds trust, heritage, and social cohesiveness. Such ensuing insights show that Digital Vedanta 

(DV) is not an idealist desire but a reality based orientation. The implications are far reaching. As long as 

design is controlled by Dharma, but not impulse, and the developers do not forget about what Māyā is, 

telling them not to get deceived by illusion, the AI will still be a servant, but not a sovereign. If systems are 

built with the consideration of the dignity of Ātman and the oneness of Brahman, inclusion and compassion 

will not be an option but rather an obligation. In this way, progress is reconsidered not as acceleration, but 

as development in terms of dignity. 

The contribution made by the study is that it implicates metaphysics within applied ethics. It replaces 

innovation as a moral project and demands invention to be answerable to the philosophical profundity. It 

requires interdisciplinary work: the philosophers to make clear the first principles, the technologists to make 

them manifest in design, the cultural scholars to make sure that they are faithful to context. The conclusion 

is firm. Digital Vedanta has to be a prominent principle in the digital era. It does not require a passive 

acceptance but rather active incorporation, both in research laboratories, in the classroom, in clinics, and in 

communities. The reason simply proclaims that when self-knowledge and responsibility inform design, the 

machines enhance human well-being without harm. Otherwise, they can grow stronger and humanity will 

shrink in soul. It does not matter whether to be innovative, or not. What matters more is how and why, 

always recalling, on the neckline of yestreen the ray of overtomorrow ever rests. 
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